Other New Faces, 2012-2013

Nigel Williams,

Director of Drama and Theater

Nigel Williams spent 16 years as drama
director at the renowned Gordonstoun
School in northern Scotland before heading
to Chadwick School in fall 2012. Though
Scotland and California are far from similar
when it comes to things like weather and
topography, Williams says Chadwick is
already starting to feel like home.
Like Chadwick, Gordonstoun School is
a member of the Round Square consortium
and shares a tremendous commitment to
internationalism, service, and learning
through experience. Williams himself visited
the Chadwick campus in 2009, and says he
felt an instant connection with the school
and the greater Chadwick Community.
“The parent body, especially, was
incredibly gracious during our stay,”
Williams says. “Coming from a boarding
environment like Gordonstoun, that was
something new for me.”
Drama has a longstanding tradition
at Chadwick School thanks to founder
Margaret Chadwick and her commitment
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to the performing arts. Williams plans to
strengthen that tradition by creating a core
academic curriculum for dramatics, while
simultaneously raising the profile of the
school’s outstanding performing arts program
throughout the surrounding community.

“I want the Laverty Center to be
a busy body throughout the entire
year. It should be a window to our
students’ passions and work.”
Williams grew up in a working class
family in England, and unlike many drama
teachers, does not have a background in
acting. Instead, he says, he’s chosen to
focus on teaching and channeling his
love of performance through production
and direction.
“I love watching my students change,
explore, and discover through performing
arts,” Williams says. “I wouldn’t be teaching
after all these years if I didn’t believe the

dramatic process could create life-changing
experiences for young people.”
Williams says he plans to utilize the
tremendous resources available on the
Chadwick campus, including the Geoffrey
Alan Laverty Center and Rosenwald
Amphitheater, to create an academic
program that is not only outstanding, but
also accessible to all students. Chadwick
students will begin working with Williams
as early as sixth grade as a way to encourage
the love of drama from a young age.
Though Williams only arrived on
campus in September, he’s already off and
running with well-received productions,
including a 1970s-esque disco version of
Shakespeare’s “A Comedy of Errors” and
a Middle School production of the popular
musical “Joseph and the Technicolor Dream
Coat.” In the spring, Williams will launch
an Upper School production of the awardwinning musical “Blood Brothers.” Visit
www.chadwickschool.org for a full list of
upcoming performances.

T h e C o m pa s s

Left to right, Row 1: Sandy Swanson, Amy Herring, Casey Quirarte, interim English teacher Gabriel Bitto.
Row 2: Nigel Williams, interim global languages teacher Alejandra Suarez, Rebecca Ruberg, Ph.D., Sebastien Merle.

Sebastien Merle, Global Languages Department
Chair and French Teacher
Sebastien Merle joins Chadwick with more than 10 years of diverse
experience in global language education. A native of France,
Sebastien is also fluent in English and Italian, and has intermediate
proficiency in Spanish. He has taught all levels of high school
French language and literature including Advanced Placement; has
taught both French and Italian at the college level; has mentored
student teachers; and has designed professional development
programs and global language curricula.
	Sebastien taught ninth- through twelfth-grade French at
Newton South High School in Newton, Massachusetts, from 20032012, where he was a student adviser, class adviser, and the Vistas
in Education program coordinator. From 2000-2003, he taught all
levels of French, as well as Introductory Italian, at the University
of Massachusetts, Amherst.
	Sebastien holds a Bachelor’s degree in English Literature
and French as a Second Language from Université Toulouse Le
Mirail; and an M.A.T. in French and Francophone studies from
the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. In addition, he has
completed extensive course work in the use of technology in
the classroom. He is a member of the American Association
of Teachers of French.

Amy Herring, Interim Village Librarian
Amy Herring received her Master’s of Library and Information
Science (M.L.I.S.) from San Jose State University in May 2012
and has several years of experience in library science and archival
processing, most recently at Chadwick School and the National
Archives and Records Administration in Perris, California. She
worked with middle school students as a program coordinator and
literacy advocate at the Chaka Khan Foundation in Beverly Hills in
2011, and with K-12 students as an assistant director and reading
and literacy instructor from 2007-2009. In addition, she has been
a graduate assistant at the Virtual Center for Archives and Records
Administration at San Jose State University and a teaching assistant
in American studies at California State University, Fullerton.
Amy also holds a Bachelor’s degree in religious studies and
American studies, and a Master’s degree in American studies
from California State University, Fullerton. She is a member of the
Society of American Archivists, the American Library Association,
the Urban History Association, and the California American
Studies Association.
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Williams lives in Rolling Hills Estates with his wife and three children. (His fourth child is currently attending university in England, studying theater.)
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